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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on October 1 5, 2007 has been entered. Claims 32 
and 39 have been amended. Claims 1-31 , 33, 37, 38, and 41 have been cancelled. No 
claims have been added. Claims 32, 34-36, 39, 40, and 42 are now pending in this 
application, with claims 32 and 39 being independent. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/15/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 32, 34-36, 39, 40, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crisp (US 7,209,772), in view of Slipy et al (US 5,848,152). 
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4. In regards to claims 32, 37, and 39, Crisp discloses a mobile telephone (See Fig. 
3 and radio/portable telephone handset), comprising: a telephone body (See Fig. 3 and 
main body 2); a button portion provided on the telephone body (See Fig. 3, group 10 of 
keys or buttons, and group 1 1 of control keys or buttons); and a pair of grooves (See 
Fig. 3 and groove 20, which is providing on each side of the main body) extending along 
sides of the telephone body adjacent the button portion (See Fig. 3), the pair of grooves 
extending substantially the length of the button portion (See col. 4 lines 61-64). 
Although Crisp discloses a slide type button cover (See Fig. 3 and sleeve portion 3) 
(See col. 4 lines 3-5 and col. 4 lines 61-67), which is configured to mate with the pair of 
grooves (See Fig. 3 and col. 4 lines 61-67), and wherein the button cover (e.g., sleeve 
portion 3) is just for covering the button portion (See col. 4 lines 13-22 and col. 4 lines 
38-44), Crisp does not disclose a plurality of interchangeable button covers, each 
having a frame configured to mate with the pair of grooves, wherein the plurality of 
interchangeable button covers include a bar type button cover, a flip type button cover, 
and a slide type button cover, and wherein the button covers are just for covering the 
button portion. Slipy, however, discloses wherein the plurality of interchangeable button 
covers (e.g., faceplates) include a bar type button cover (See Fig. 1 and faceplate 104) 
and a flip type button cover (See Fig. 10 and keypad cover 41 8) (therefore, it would 
have been obvious to include a slide type button cover, as shown in the Crisp 
reference), and wherein the button covers are just for covering the button portion (See 
Fig. 10 and keypad cover 418). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate these features as part 
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of the mobile telephone, as a way of providing a distinctive user interface appearance 
for the telephone, thereby giving the telephone one distinctive appearance, of a plurality 
of distinctive telephone appearances, by allowing the user to change the 
faceplate/cover and choose another distinctive appearance at a later time. In regards to 
the limitations, wherein the plurality of interchangeable button covers each further 
comprise a pair of projections positioned at upper ends of the frames of the 
interchangeable button covers and configured to mate with corresponding fixing 
recesses disposed at upper ends of the plurality of grooves, Crisp discloses the mobile 
telephone, wherein the button cover comprise a pair of projections configured to mate 
with corresponding fixing recesses (See Fig. 9 and recesses 26) disposed at upper 
ends of the plurality of grooves (See col. 5 lines 1 1-38). Slipy discloses the plurality of 
interchangeable button covers (See Fig. 1, faceplate 104, and Fig. 10, keypad cover 
418). 

5. In regards to claim 34, Crisp discloses all of claim 34 limitations, except the 
mobile telephone, wherein the bar type button cover includes a button cover attached to 
or integral with the frame and having a keypad configured to cover and interlock with 
key buttons of the button portion. Slipy, however, discloses wherein the bar type button 
cover (See Fig. 1 and faceplate 104) includes a button cover attached to or integral with 
the frame and having a keypad (See Fig. 1 and keypad 106) configured to cover and 
interlock with key buttons of the button portion (See Fig. 1 ). 

6. In regards to claim 35, Crisp discloses all of claim 35 limitations, except the 
mobile telephone, wherein the flip type button cover includes a button cover hingedly 
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connected to the frame for selectively covering and exposing the button portion. Slipy, 
however, does disclose the mobile telephone, wherein the flip type button cover 
includes a button cover hingedly connected to the frame for selectively covering and 
exposing the button portion (See Fig. 10 and keypad cover 418). 

7. In regards to claim 36, Crisp discloses the mobile telephone, wherein the sliding 
type button cover (e.g., sleeve portion 3) includes a button cover attached to or integral 
with the frame such that when the frame mates with the pair of grooves (e.g., grooves 
20) the button cover slides along the telephone body (e.g., main body 2) to cover or 
expose the button portions (See col. 4 lines 13-22 and col. 4 lines 38-44). 

8. In regards to claims 40 and 42, Crisp discloses the mobile telephone, wherein 
the pair of projections are configured to slide along the length of the pair of grooves 
(e.g., grooves 20) and then mate with the corresponding fixing recesses (e.g., recesses 
26) (See col. 5 lines 11-38). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 1 0/1 5/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

1 0. Applicant argues that the in the Crisp device, the detents 23 are depressed 
below a surface of a bottom of the groove 20 for disengagement from the recess 16 to 
allow the sleeve portion 3 to continue to slide in a chosen direction, and thus the Crisp 
disclosed recesses 26 and detents 23 are only for a sleeve type cover. 
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11. In response to Applicant's argument that the in the Crisp device, the detents 23 
are depressed below a surface of a bottom of the groove 20 for disengagement from the 
recess 16 to allow the sleeve portion 3 to continue to slide in a chosen direction, and 
thus the Crisp disclosed recesses 26 and detents 23 are only for a sleeve type cover, 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. For example, Crisp discloses the mobile telephone, 
wherein the button cover comprise a pair of projections configured to mate with 
corresponding fixing recesses (See Fig. 9 and recesses 26) disposed at upper ends of 
the plurality of grooves (See col. 5 lines 1 1-38). Slipy discloses the plurality of 
interchangeable button covers (See Fig. 1, faceplate 104, and Fig. 10, keypad cover 
418). 

12. Furthermore, Applicant appears to be arguing the references individually. In 
response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 



Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 
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14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571 ) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




